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Dear Dr. Saxe (Diane), 

I want to thank you for the outstanding job you did delivering the guest 
lecture and responding to questions on climate change, environmental 
obligations of directors and officers, salient case law, and the internal risk 
management process, controls and culture over which boards exercise 
oversight in respect of sustainability related matters ~ to the students 
enrolled in the above course within the newly launched Master of Financial 
Accountability (MFAc) Program.  
 
Your specialized knowledge and profile in the area of environmental law, 
sustainability, and material impact on financial accountability, liability, risk 
governance and board oversight effectiveness will ensure that student 
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research papers in this course will be that much better.  The skills imparted (in 
the areas of historical context, regulation, transparency, and the governance of 
sustainability) will bode well for students, in their careers and serving on and 
advising boards. 
 
Your addressing of questions by the class on topics of specific interest to them 
revealed dedication and customization and your views are now being 
incorporated and used by students on a go-forward basis.  Several students 
remarked to me after the lecture how useful your interactive style was, how 
well behaved your dog was, and how effective you are as a teacher.  Your 
offering of context and practical examples of a rich career and the leadership 
role you play in Canada was also very much appreciated, students told me.  
The remarks by students were glowing and uniformly positive. 
 
Thank you again for all of your hard work, as well as dedication in giving 
back to the graduate students of Ontario.  Thank you, also, for making a 
special trip to York University after so very little sleep and your trial in 
Ottawa.  I enjoyed seeing you again, and your lovely dog immediately brought 
back memories.  The students and I are deeply appreciative. 
 
If I can ever assist or reciprocate in the future, I would be happy to. 
 
Many thanks, Diane. 
 
Collegially, 
 
 
 
Richard Leblanc 
 
 
Richard Leblanc, PhD 
 
Copy:  Professor Sung S. Kwon, Graduate Program Director, Master of Financial 

Accountability 
 


